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Ponder awhile...

“The political arena leaves one no alter-
native, one must either be a dunce or a
rogue,”

— Emma Goldman

United front of
Nawaz, Kayani

and Hafiz Saeed

OR the first time in Pakistan, the

army seems to have decided to
work in close cooperation with the
civilian establishment. They appear to
have stopped proving who is the boss,
The army is content to be in charge of
operations against "hostile’ countries
like India. For instance, when Zardari
was the President, the army acted on
its own. It carried out Mumbai opera-
tion without letting the government
know. And then, Al-Qaeda terrorist
Osama bin Laden was in Pakistan for
nine years without the knowledge of
the civilian government. The army
conducted several operations in Kash-
mir through the 1S — Pakistan’s spy
agency.

A latest development in Pakistan
seems to be that the government, the
national assembly and the army are all
working together. PM Nawaz Sharif
seems to have won over the army. [t is
to be seen whether Nawaz Sharif will
be able to rein in the army and slow
down its aggressive posture against
India.

Terrorist groups in Pakistan seems to
have become totally acceptable to the
government now. The army had
okayed co-operation from terrorists
like Hafiz Saeed for quite a while, but
now they are likely to be associated
with the army and the government in
all the campaigns against India. It is
now clean that the killing of five Indian
soldiers at the LoC had the approval of
the government, the army and the
terrorists.
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Modr's Independence Day Fireworks

Marcus Aurelius, regarded as one of the

‘Five Good Emperors’ of the Nerva-An-
tonine dynasty, is attributed to stating:
“Everything we hear is an opinion, not a fact.
Everything we see is a perspective, not the
truth”. With our Prime Minister and the Chief
Minister of Gujarat coming to a face-off on
Independence Day one needs to look at the
implications of this speech in a larger context.

Rum:m Emperor and stoic philosopher

Is Independence Day the apt forum?

While the Congress Party and some within
Mr. Modi's own party have contested that the
[IIdL"||JlJI'IllET'IL‘(’ Day and the Republic Day
should be days to show unity and unanimity
across party lines, the Bharatiya Janata Party
spokespersons countered this stating that
other countries have a tradition where the
opposition rebuts the speech of the head of
the state, The BIP argument is fair and has
credence as this is prevalent in countries such
as the United States where the State of the
Union (SOTU) address is rebutted by a mem-
ber of the opposition. In fact, in 2009,
Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal responded
to Barack Obama's address, Some independ-
ent analysts felt that only the leaders of the
opposition — Sushma Swaraj or Arun Jaitley
had the right to respond to our Prime Minis-
ter. In the United States, this would have
meant either Mitch McConnell as Minority
leader in the Senate or John Boehner as the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
would have responded. The fact that Bobby
Jindal as the executive head of a state and a
potential presidential candidate responded is
a direct parallel to Modi's own positioning of
his response. However, the flaw in the BIP ar-
gument is that the State of the Union address
is delivered by the President of the United
States between January and February every
year and not on Independence Day of July
4th. Independence Day is typically a day of
reconciliatory messages in the United States.

Having said that, the election for the 16th
Lok Sabha in India is likely to redraw the way
elections are contested forever in India -
voler demography, usage of social media,
presidential style campaigns and also a much
earlier start to our once in a five year experi-
ment at building a more perfect union. Mr.
Modi capitalised on his oratorical skills and
having the advantage of the last word was
able to position this as a Presidential style
election allowing people to compare, contrast
and ultimately choose between two different
leaders. While Modi's positioning of his
speech as a rebuttal has had no precedence
in the past, it does raise the larger need for the
parties to debate their policies and politics on
acommon platform. Modi has made the case
for this once again and more forcefully than
ever before. Hopefully, this should set a

precedent where such a platform is provided
in the interest of the electorate that both the
parties look to win over. The Congress Party
will never allow for a one-on-one between
Modi and their future leader, However, a
compromise three-member-a-side debate
would be ideal.

A more nuanced argument

It is incumbent on Maodi to build a case for
the BIP as the Congress Party has the struc-
tural advantage due to his party’s minimal
presence in the East Coast Corridor states of
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and West
Bengal. In these 144 seats, the BIP represents
only the Lok Sabha seat of Darjeeling. Mr.
Muodi's best bet in these states is to target the
urban voters who can be looked upon as low-
hanging fruits. This requires a lot more nu-
ance in Mr. Modis arguments on growth,
welfare policies and Human Development.
For example, The UPAs argument has been
that average growth mate in the eight years of
the UPA from 2004-05 to 2012-13 was 8.2 per
cent per annum and this is much better than
the 5.7 per cent reached in the previous eight
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years. Rather than contest numbers, Mr. Modi
should talk about loss of opportunities in
such cases. The growth differential hetween
China and India during the 1992-1997 time-
frame was 5.91 per cent. In the years ranging
from 1998-2004, under the NDA, the growth
differential between China and India was
brought down to 2,58 per cent. During this
period, India was not only able to sustain
growth but also bridge the growth differential
gap substantially with its peers. Under UPA-1,

in comparison with China, the growth differ-
ential had further widened, from 2.58 per
cent to 3.26 per cent and UPA-11 brought this
back to a differential of the NDA regime.

India is more shielded compared to China
on weakened international demand faced as
a result of weakened international demand
and should have performed much better in
comparison to China. Such nuance will need
to acknowledge the fact that the UPA term did
have some aspects which the BIP would look
to emulate, continue or strengthen based on
the context. This will help Modi recalibrate
his image as a centrist and allow him to res-
onate more with the Urban Middle class with-
out compromising his existing charisma and
appeal. The fact that this debate did not have
any of the distractions that drowned out his
larger message as in previous instances and
also was more moderate compared to previ-
ous speeches makes it clear that such a recal-
ibration is indeed taking place,

The Outsider vs. the Delhi Cabal

Mr. Madi has successfully positioned him-
self as a rank outsider and this has been his
unigue selling proposition. His portrayal of
the current dispensation based out of Delhi
as out of touch with reality and corrupted by
power has been another reason for his ability
to connect with people. His ability to position
the debate as one of meritocracy rather than
an entitlement has made the contest
between the son of a grocer and the son of a
Prime Minister fascinating. In  fact,
Modi's team would be well served remem-
hering Niccolt Machiavelli, the father of re-
publicanism, when he termed the first five
emperors of the Nerva-Antonine dynasty,
which included Marcus Aurelius, as the “Five
Good Emperors’, In 1503, Machiavelli rea-
soned , “From the study of this history we
may also learn how a good government is to
be established; for while all the emperors who
succeeded to the throne by birth, except
Titus, were had, all were good who succeeded
by adoption, as in the case of the five from
Nerva to Marcus. But as soon as the empire
fell once more to the heirs by birth, its ruin
recommenced”,

{ Venkar Golf is the Fonnder of Yudofud- a
conservative public strategy think-rank and
ceirt be contacted af: vegoligyudofud.com and
@kanesh_goli en Twitter)

Cong+ Growth  NDA Growth  UPA- Growth UPA-II Growth

UFrant Ditfer- (1998- Diffar- (2005- Differ- {2009- Ditfer-
Country  (1992-97) ence 2004) ence 2009) ance 2012) ance
India 6,01 — 6.18 - B.14 — 6.70 =
China 11.92 -5.91 B.78 -2.58 11.40 -3.26 817 -2.46

Figures: Growth Comparison — China and India (Sownce: World Bank)

{{Bob will you design a bookmark for
us?” “Sure,” | said, "Some event coming
along?”

“A famous speaker is coming down,” said
my friend, “and we want to distribute these
bookmarks so people will remember to
come hear him speak!”

I designed the bookmark and sent it 1o
him by email.

“Is it okay if I make small changes?” he
asked and I told him he could.

I saw the printed bookmark yesterday. It
was quite different from the one [ had
painstakingly designed for him. “You made a
lot of changes?” | asked as later we had din-
ner together.

“Minor ones,” he said, “Just put in some
names!”

“Names that have taken up all the space,
and now the event and speaker can hardly
be seen!” | said wearily. My friend looked
thoughtfully at me, “I have to do that Bob!"
he said, “If | don't put those names there,
there’ll be hell to pay!”

Your Bookmark...!

I looked at the bookmark, “What need for
this singer's name? The people come to hear
the speaker, not the singer, and here you've
evien put his photo and name?”

“He won't sing unless his picture is on the
bookmark!” laughed my friend.
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I looked at all the other unnecessary im-
Hif;l's and names: Organizers, donors, names
of irrelevant people: | could hardly see the
name of the speaker, so crushed in was he
with all the others trying to share his little
space,

You don't need a bookmark to see this.

Watch a political hoarding when a digni-

tary is coming to inaugurate something; all
the people in the locality, from the corpora-
tor to the MLA, the social worker are all star-
ing at you from the billboard. The main
person is hardly seen.

All of us love having our names and pic-
tures everywhere don't we?

But in the process are we forgetting the
main event?

How often we are praised for something
we have done. We forget so quickly it is a
God above who has helped us do it well.
That it is He who has given us the talent, but
we nod and even give ourselves a pat. Many
of us pray for something and when we get it,
forget to whom we praved to,

The name on your bookmark should be
the real person getting the glory; it could be
a God above, it could be your dad and mom,
but what is the easiest thing to do? Squeezc
them out and let everyone see you.

Whose picture do vou have on vour book-
mark?

bobsbanter@grmileorn



